A  GRANDAD'S  TESTIMONY

My wife and I have looked after our grandson during holidays pretty much since he was a little chap.  Our daughter and son-in-law both have busy jobs which entail considerable time away.  

Unfortunately, his eyes were damaged at birth making it necessary for him to wear glasses.  Also, in his first few years at school he did not have the best of teachers.  Consequently his parents and grandparents alike were concerned at his lack of progress particularly in reading and spelling.

In late 2008 a number of us "oldies" got together as usual for a coffee after church.  A retired schoolteacher asked if he could have 5 minutes of our time and proceeded to tell us about the opportunities we grandparents have to have input into our grandchildren's lives.  He told us about Toe by Toe and how it had benefitted his own son.  I pricked my ears up as it sounded just what our grandson needed because he was really having difficulty with his reading. 

During the week I talked to our daughter and asked her to look at the Toe by Toe website.  She was really enthusiastic, so the next move was to sound our grandson out.  I explained to him that I would like to buy a book and work through it with him during school holidays and also on Tuesdays after school.  (We pick him up from school on Tuesdays and take him to swimming).  He was really keen and said: "I would really like to do it Granddad!"   We made a start in January 09 and finished the entire book by December.  What a difference it made!  His progress was nothing short of amazing.
From a 9 year-old who struggled with basic words he progressed to the point where there was hardly a word he couldn't pronounce correctly by working through it syllable by syllable.   

He didn't once complain about the lessons because he could see the progress he was making.  He also began reading more and more.  His Mum and Dad couldn't believe the difference it made.  For me personally it was one of the most worthwhile things I have done.  To have input into his life through Toe by Toe was so rewarding.

This year we are following up with Stareway To Spelling…   
